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voluntarily serve the cities of India and even the
outside world in so far as it benefits both the parties.
This needs a revolutionary change in the mentality
and tastes of many. Easy though the non-violent
way is in many respects, it is very difficult in many
others. It vitally touches the life of every single Indian,
makes him feel aglow with the possession of a power
that has lain hidden within himself, and makes him
proud of his identity with every drop of the ocean
of Indian humanity. This non-violence is not the
inanity for which we have mistaken it through all
these long ages; it is the most potent force as yet
known to mankind and on which its very existence is
dependent. It is that force which I have tried to
present to the Congress and through it to the world.
Khadi to me is the symbol of unity of Indian humanity,
of its economic freedom and equality and, therefore,
ultimately, in the poetic expression of Jawaharlal
Nehru, "the livery of India's freedom".

Moreover, khadi mentality means decentralization
of the production and distribution of the necessaries
of life. Therefore, the formula so far evolved is, every
village to produce all its necessaries and a certain
percentage in addition for the requirements of the
cities.

Heavy industries will needs be centralized and
nationalized. But they will occupy the least part of the
vast national activity which will mainly be in the
villages.

Having explained the implications of khadi, I must
indicate what Congressmen can and should do towards
its promotion. Production of khadi includes cotton
growing, picking, ginning, cleaning, carding, slivering,